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Our new English topic is Myths! Your first task is a cold task. Can you have a go 
below at writing your very own Myth. Remember a cold task does not have to be 
perfect, just try your best and be as creative as you can!  
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Read the copy of Beowulf below and the copy of Theseus 
and the Minotaur.  
Use the table to compare the two myths.  
Compare:  
• Characters 
• Settings- talk about how settings impact on events or 

change throughout the myth. 
• Challenges 
• Resolutions 
• Villains 
• General Similarities and Differences 

BEOWULF 
Hrothgar king of the Danes erected a great mead hall. It was a symbol of wealth 
and power and the king intended to fill it with laughter, music and merry making. 
Huge banquets were held with tables groaning under the piles of food. The mead 
and ale ran freely as minstrels played and bards wove their tales. For at time all 
went well. But as the music filtered out into the night and across the great marshes, 
it fell on ears that did not appreciate it. 
The marsh was home to a troll called Grendel. He loathed the mead hall and the 
audacity of the humans who dared to invade his swampy fastness. He blanched at 
the sound of music but drooled at the thought of man flesh. Heaving himself up 
from the bog he lumbered into the night following his twitching nostrils. 
Grendel slipped through the swamp like an icy shadow until he reached Hrothgar’s 
hall. By now the revellers had fallen asleep and the troll heard them snoring. 
Lifting his massive fists, he shattered the mead hall’s doors and bounded through. 
He was a fearful sight. Even with his stooping gait he was over eight feet tall. He 
looked somewhere between an ape and a man, covered with shaggy hair damp with 
the reeking black water of the swamp. 
The troll snatched the nearest man before he could react and bit off his head. In 
the mad panic he had slain two more before the Danish warriors could arm 
themselves. Little good it did them as no spear point or sword or axe blade could 
hack through his shaggy hide. He rended left and right with his sharp claws and 
baboon like fangs. Grendel’s skin was protected by a magic charm that made it 
hard as stone. The dying embers of the fires lit up a ghastly scene. Soon the floors of 
the mead hall ran red with blood. Having sated himself Grendel turned and 
waddled back into the night his gut filled with human meat. 
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The next night Hrothgar and the surviving warriors did not sleep but lay in wait to 
trap Grendel. Once again there was a massacre .The troll crushed his opponents as if 
they were dolls and gorged himself on the remains. Hrothgar abandoned his great 
hall. 
News of the troll and his evil doings spared far and wide. The awful story attracted 
the attention of a mighty warrior king called Beowulf. Beowulf was the king of a 
tribe of Vikings called the Geats who lived in Sweden. He had wild eyes and unlike 
most Vikings he wore no beard. Beowulf has an uncanny strength unmatched by 
any man. He resolved to help the Danish king and took fourteen of his greatest 
warriors to help him. They crossed the sea in a longship and were received by a 
grateful and hospitable Hrothgar. Even so the king of the Danes doubted Beowulf 
and his men could defeat the nocturnal prowler. 
 
The Geats were shown to the abandoned mead hall were upon the immediately 
began to prepare for a feast. The men made merry well into the night before settling 
down to sleep. 
 
In the swamp Grendel was enraged to hear music on the night air once more. He 
came stalking out of the marshes his eyes burning like two green lamps in the 
moonless night. 
Tearing down the door again he snatched up the nearest man and wrung his neck 
like a chicken till his head was torn off. As he reached down to grasp the next victim 
he was surprised when the man span round and grabbed his wrist. The man was no 
other than Beowulf. 
Beowulf had a grip of iron and he wrapped his arms about Grendel’s limb like twin 
pythons. The troll had never felt such a grip! He heaved Beowulf off the floor and 
smashed him against the wall but still he hung on. Grendel slammed him down on 
a table smashing it asunder but the warrior king hung on. 
 
Beowulf’s men scrambled to his aid thrusting with spear and sword but they could 
nor pierce the troll’s hide. Having no success at shaking his foe loose Grendel 
decided to rip him to shreds. He raised his free claw to slash down at Beowulf but at 
that moment he slipped upon the blood of his first victim and went crashing down. 
Seizing his chance Beowulf twisted the troll’s arm up behind him so that he could 
not claw or bite him. 
Confused Grendel decided to retreat but as he pulled away Beowulf heaved in the 
opposite direction. There was a revolting tearing sound and Grendel’s arm was torn 
clean from its socket. Bellowing like a speared bull and dripping vile black blood 
the monster rushed back out of the door and off into the night. 
In the morning Beowulf brought Grendel’s severed arm to Hrothgar and the Danes 
as proof of victory. Beowulf was hailed as a hero and handsomely rewarded with 
gold, jewels, weapons and furs but the celebrations were premature. 
That very night, whilst Beowulf and his friends were entertained at Hrothgar’s 
castle an even larger troll was seen prowling the swamplands. It was Grendel’s 
mother. Grendel had only been a youngster; his mother was a full-grown troll over 
twelve feet tall. She returned to the mead hall and killed the people she found there. 
Realizing his job was only half-done Beowulf resolved to destroy the adult troll as 
well. He followed her huge tracks from the mead hall into the swamp. Finally, he 
came across an oily green pool rimmed with dead trees. The troll’s tracks entered 



the water. 
Diving in fearlessly Beowulf swam down and down until he came to a cave. He 
swam in and found that the waters receded revealing an underground cavern. The 
cave was filled with gnawed human bones and piles of skulls, all victims of the 
trolls. On a stack of bones lay a huge and ancient sword. In another corner of the 
cave lay the corpse of Grendel. 
Suddenly, out of the shadows came Grendel’s mother her mad eyes burning with 
rage and vengeance. She was twice as tall as Beowulf and had savage tusks jutting 
up from her jaw like some outsized boar. In her right claw she held a sword that she 
wielded like a dagger. 
The Geat’s breastplate turned back the troll’s blade and he swung his own sword 
dashing the weapon from her grasp. But the monster swatted Beowulf’s sword from 
his hands. The warrior tried to grapple with her as he had done Grendel but 
Grendel had been a child of his race. The brute strength of an adult troll was too 
much even for Beowulf. 
The monster’s huge hands crushed him and forced him down to the ground. 
Looking around him desperately he saw the great sword he noticed earlier. He 
madly reached for the blade hoping to grasp it before the life was crushed out of 
him. Fastening a hand on its hilt he swung up blindly and the long blade cut deep 
into the she troll’s fat belly. 
Unprotected by magic as Grendel had been she released Beowulf whilst screaming in 
agony. He swung the blade again and once more it buried itself deep into the 
unwholesome flesh of the monster. Mortally wounded the staggered off into the 
labyrinthine caverns. 
Beowulf noticed that her blood was beginning to corrode the metal blade. 
Realizing that he would need proof of his deeds he walked over to Grendel’s body 
and began to hack off his head. Finally, the ugly head rolled free of the body but 
the black blood had all but eaten away the sword. 
The King of the Geats swam up to the surface world again bringing the troll’s head 
with him. Once more there were calibrations and feasts. Beowulf’s praise was sung 
by many a bard and he was heralded as the greatest of heroes. Never again did 
trolls bother Hrothgar or his great mead hall 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Comparing Myths 
Beowulf Theseus and the Minotaur 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
Look at the example of the Beowulf story maps below. Your 
challenge today is to complete your own story map of the Beowulf 
myth. Think about the key events, characters and vocabulary in the 
myth that may need to feature in your story map. Post a picture of 
your story map on class dojo to your teacher!  
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When you think of the seaside what do you think of? Create 
a mind map of words that you relate to the sea and the 
seaside (e.g. fish, shells, sand, water).  
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Alfred Wallis

All About Alfred Wallis
(1855-1942)

Cornwall, England

Alfred Wallis usually made paintings about his memories.

He often painted on old pieces of wood, cardboard, lids from boxes or
objects he had found, largely because he didn’t have very much money.

He was also a fisherman.

He witnessed a local shipwreck in 1938 and painted what he had seen.
This painting was called ‘The Wreck of the Alba’. It shows a steamer ship
running into stormy seas on its way to Italy. A Cornish lifeboat was
launched to save the 23 Hungarian crew on board. However, a huge wave
crashed into the lifeboat, capsizing it. Hundreds of very brave local people
then put themselves in danger to rescue the men. Only 5 men drowned.

Alfred Wallis preferred using paint for ships or for houses, rather than
artists’ paints.

His paintings use similar colours: greys, greens, browns, blacks and whites.
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Alfred Wallis

Look at your image.
What can you see in the picture?

If there were sounds for this painting, what would the sounds be?
What has the artist made?

Why do you think the artist made it?
How does the image make you feel?

What shapes and colours can you see in the painting?

Harbour Scene
by Alfred Wallis

Photo courtesy of James Joel (@flickr.com) granted under creative commons licence - attribution



 
 

 
 
 

 

St Ives Harbour
by Alfred Wallis

Photo courtesy of James Joel (@flickr.com) granted under creative commons licence - attribution

Title Unknown
by Alfred Wallis

Photo courtesy of Martin Beek (@flickr.com) granted under creative commons licence - attribution



Look at the colours used in all of the paintings, what 
common colours are used? Is there a theme? What might 
the theme be? I would like you to have a go at sketching the 
shell below. Have a close look at the textures, colours 
patterns. You may choose to use any equipment you have at 
home to draw your shell or online technology!  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

The focus of this lesson today in our Seaside topic is fish. Today you 
will be drawing a fish! Look at the images of fish below and the 
example drawings. Look at the level of detail that you should be 
aiming for. Go slowly as you draw, stopping and looking carefully for 
more detail in each area that you can see. Do large drawings that 
almost fill the page.  

Make sure you do a big enough drawing so that the detail can be 
seen. Look for different types of marks e.g. hard, soft, light, heavy, 
jagged, smooth… Also, the more looking at the object, the more 
detailed the drawing will be. 
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If possible, talk with someone at home about books and how people use them. Note that 
only a few hundred years ago, books were only for the very rich, as they were costly and 
written by hand by monks. Later, when printing was first invented, they were still expensive 
and also very few people could read. Nowadays, books are for everyone. 
 
Could Kindle or electronic books ever completely replace actual books? Is it a book or not? 
What makes a book a book? What are the pros and cons? Is it possible to imagine a world 
without books? Make a few notes on this: 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
Think about how books enrich our lives, whether they are electronic or hard copies, how 
they can take us beyond our environment and our own thoughts and ideas. Discuss how 
books might have influenced your thinking, ideas or behaviour. 
 
Photograph albums are books too. Why are they special?  
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
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The word ‘genre’ means ‘variety’ or ‘type’. Books come in many different genres, according 
to their purpose: information books, history books, storybooks etc. 
 
SOME KEY QUESTIONS 
 
Q Which book would you most like to own and why? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
Q Which kind of books are the most helpful to you and why?  
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
Q Which kind of book would you give a friend or a family member and why? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
Q Why should we treat books with care? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
Q If you wrote a book, what kind would it be and why? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
Q How would you feel if you had a book of your own printed? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
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� Keep a record for a few days of all the books you use in school, at home 

or elsewhere, and say what you use each one for: 
 

Books I have used:   Why I have used them: 
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