
Monday 11th 



Basic Skills 11.1.21
XI. I. XXI

Maths Task Literacy Task

Dojo Challenge -Improve this sentence in 5 different ways.

The monkey sat in the tree.



Michael Morpurgo: Comprehension

11.1.21
XI. I . XXI



SPaG Starter: Possessive Plurals 

Apostrophes can show belonging. When an apostrophe comes at the very end of the noun, 
it shows the next word/words belong to MORE than one person.

EXAMPLE - The boys’ toilets were absolutely spotless

Look at these words - they are plural nouns.

Animals, footballers, neighbours, parents, brothers, 
gymnasts, girls, boys, detectives, teachers

Your task - Write 5 sentences that each have one of these blue 
plural nouns in. In each sentence, you must use an apostrophe at the 

end of the word to show what belongs to ALL of them.



As part of our new literacy topic, we will be getting to know a 
famous author. We will learn about the author’s writing style, 

the books he has written and the life he has lead.

Our author is Michael Morpurgo













Questions
1. What year was Michael Morpurgo born?
2. What was the name of Michael’s brother?
3. What are Michael’s three children called?
4. Number these events in the order that they happened

- Michael and Claire started ‘Farms For City Children’
- Michael and Claire were married
- Michael was born
- Michael Wrote ‘It Never Rains: 5 Stories’
- Michael went to university

5. Why do you think Michael has written so many stories about War? Use evidence from the text to support 
your answer.

6. Why do you think Michael was given the award ‘Children’s Laureate’? Use evidence from the text to 
support your answer.

7. Look at these adjectives in the first paragraph - can you tell me what the words mean?
- sucessful =
- dedicated =
- inspirational =

8. Michael Morpurgo believes that his Farms For City Children Charity is the biggest achievement of his life 
- do you agree with him or not? Why?

RETRIEVAL
SEQUENCING
INFERENCE
CLARIFYING



CHALLENGE

If you could ask Michael Morpurgo 3 
questions, what would they be?

You can submit this on paper, or as a video on Class Dojo.

Click this video to watch Michael Morpurgo answer the 5 most commonly 
asked questions!



Adding fractions 11.1.21
XI.I.XXI

When fractions have the same denominator, they can be easily added.

Add the numerator. Keep the denominator the same!

1.

2.

3.

4.



Try these two yourself:

Can they be simplified at the end?



Add these as normal:

Can I do anything with 
the answers?



Add these fractions 
together.

Can any of these answers 
be simplified?

Are any of these answers 
improper fractions? 
Could you change them 
into mixed numbers?



Guided Reading - 11th January

Friend or Foe
Michael Morpurgo
Chapter 2 - Pages 15,16,17





Monday: Retrieval Questions

1. What did David and Tucky do to pass the time on the 
train?

2. What was Miss Roberts mostly doing on the journey?
3. Where did they stop to stretch their legs?
4. What was David reminded of as he looked out of the 

window?
5. How does Paul Browning feel about the war?
6. Why did David feel vulnerable?
7. Why do you think Miss Roberts closed her book?
8. How do you think the boys felt at the end of this 

extract? Explain your thinking..



Show understanding of the good news

As we read through, underline the 
words that are comforting





Show understanding of the good news

Re-write the passage from Isaiah in your own words to show an 
understanding of how Christians live out this message today. 

God has given his spirit as a gift to me.

He has told me to tell everyone about the good news, especially the poor 
people.

...

SU RB



Tuesday 12th 



Basic Skills 12.1.21
XII. I. XXI

Maths Task Literacy Task

Dojo Challenge
Find the capital cities of these countries.

Sweden
New Zealand
India
Brazil
Poland



Using Tense Correctly

12.1.21
XII. I. XXI



SPaG Starter: Subordinate Clause
Add in a subordinate clause to these blue main clauses. Remember, you are 
adding detail and must use a subordinating conjunction..

The dog, _____________________________, ran away from her owner.

Man Utd, _____________________________, lost the game.

The sandy beach, _________________________, was full of tourists.

Joe’s pencil case, ____________________________, was stolen.

The trophy, ___________________________, mysteriously disappeared.

After, although, as, because, before, due to, since, once, unless, though



When we write and speak, we use a tense. It 
tells the reader whether something has 

already happened, whether it is happening now 
or whether it will happen in the future.



Let’s look at this example together..
Here is an extract of writing. It is written in the past tense. Can 
we convert the tense into the present? (happening now!)

Sunday 10th January
On Sunday, Joe woke up and opened the window in his bedroom. He 
walked downstairs and decided to boil the kettle. After his cup of 
tea, Joe left the house and got into his car. He smiled at his 
neighbours as he threw his bag into the back seat.

How could we change the tense into the 
present tense? Clue: Look at the VERBS.



Let’s look at this example together..
Here is an extract of writing. It is written in the past tense. Can 

we convert the tense into the present? (happening now!)

Sunday 10th January
On Sunday, Joe woke up and opened the window in his bedroom. 
He walked downstairs and decided to boil the kettle. After 
his cup of tea, Joe left the house and got into his car. He 
smiled at his neighbours as he threw his bag into the back 

seat.

How could we change the tense into the present tense? 
Clue: Look at the VERBS

TASK 1: Can you re-write this extract in the PAST TENSE?.



Past Tense Present Tense Future Tense

+ed

Walked
Jumped
Argued
Roared

+ing

Walking
Jumping
Arguing
roaring

will/ will be/ will have 

I will walk.
I will jump.

I will be arguing.
I will have roared



Past Tense Present Tense Future Tense

Task 2: Sentence Sorting
Place the sentences from ‘Friend or Foe’ into the right column.

. His mother woke him as usual that morning

. “We are going to Paddington Station, Tucky!”

. The boys climbed the long stairs up into the station.

. They will not be going home for a long time.

. David sensed they must be out in the countryside.

. “Why is everybody staring at us?” mumbled David.

. “Paul, you will be going with this nice lady!”

. Mr Reynolds would be looking after both boys at his farm.



12.1.21
XII.I.XXI

How much of the chocolate bar would 
they have altogether?



We can’t add these yet - they have different denominators…we 
need to make them the same.

Let's use our equivalent fractions. 

Can we change the thirds into ninths?



Let’s use our equivalent fractions to change the thirds into ninths

x3

x3



Let’s use our equivalent fractions to change the thirds into ninths

So now …  our 
question is :



Remember, change them both to have the 
same denominator first! Then add them.



Adding fractions with different denominators



Guided Reading - 12th January

Friend or Foe
Michael Morpurgo
Chapter 2 - Pages 18,19,20,21







Tuesday: Vocabulary

Have a look at these interesting words from the text?
What do you think they mean?

Bustle
Marshalled
Flushed
Throbbed
Unending
skimmed
Blackout

Your task: Use these words in a sentence.



PHOTOMONTAGE

Tuesday 13th January



Photomontage
■ Photomontage is the process and the result of cutting, gluing, 

rearranging and overlapping two or more photographs to make a 
new image.

■ Over a 100 years ago, early photomontage artist Hannah Hoch 
made some of the first photomontages.

■ She was an artist in the Dada movement. The dada movement is a 
modern Art movement with the purpose of making fun of the 
modern world.

■ The art, poetry and performance produced by dada artists is often 
nonsensical (silly and doesn’t make sense)



Hannah Hoch
Der Vater
1889-1979
Hannah took images from 
books, magazines and 
postcards, cutting out the main 
shapes so that she had a 
collection of smaller images.

The then rearranged them onto 
a piece of paper, moving them 
around until she created an 
image she liked, before sticking 
them down.



Hannah Hoch 
Da Dandy
1919



Raoul Hausmann
The Art Critic 
1919–20



Showing emotions through 
photomontage





Your task!
Using some old pictures, newspapers, magazines, catalogues or anything else you 
can find lying around, cut out small pieces.

Then, using these smaller pieces, create a face of someone who looks calm.

Finally, using some more smaller pieces, create a face of someone who looks angry.



Wednesday 13th



Basic Skills 13.1.21
XIII. I. XXI

Maths Task Literacy Task

Place these spelling words in sentences.
Special
Social
Glacial
Official
Initial

Beneficial
Artificial
Commercial
Financial
TorrentialDojo Challenge

22 =
3 2 =
42 =
52 =



Alternative Paragraph

13.11.21
XIII. XI. XXI



SPaG Starter: Using Adverbs
Adverbs are words that ADD to the VERB. They tell us how the verb happened, why the verb happened, 

where the verb happened or when the verb happened.

You can use adverbs at the start of a sentence (fronted adverbial) but they can be used anywhere. Use these 
adverbs in a creative sentence.

Courageously
Furiously
Wickedly
Sometimes
Constantly

Soon 



Let’s re-read our Guided Reading extract from yesterday.





What have we learnt in this 
extract?

Where have they been?
Where are they now?
What can they see?

How are they feeling?
Are they hopeful?
Are they nervous?



Imagine they have arrived at their 
destination. The sun has just started 

to rise. They can see everything around 
them. 

Where could they be?



Task: Write a descriptive paragraph of where the children are 
when they step foot off the bus.

As the children stepped off the ancient bus that felt 100 years old, 
they all gasped with amazement. They found themselves beside an 
enormous cliff looking over the sea. Everywhere they looked, they could 
see waves as big as houses. They could feel a freezing, biting wind 
that felt like an icy grip around their neck. When they looked above 
them, they saw thicks balls of snow dropping from the sky like 
missiles. With their jaws on the floor, they looked at the jagged 
cliffs surrounding them. Worried, anxious and terrified, they all 
wondered why they had been brought to this strange world. All around 
them, they couldn’t hear anything but total silence. Suddenly, they all 
thought of their normal lives in London - full of smoke, noise and 
hustle and bustle. Sadly, they realised that they would not be 
returning for a very long time. 



.As the children stepped off the ancient bus that felt 100 years old, 

. They found themselves…

. Everywhere they looked, …

. They could feel..

. When they looked above, …

. With their jaws on the floor, …

. worried, anxious and terrified, …

. All around them, …

. Suddenly,...

. Sadly, ...

Your Task…

Use these sentence stems to 
write a descriptive paragraph, 
full of detail and description.

Use similes, relative clauses 
and expanded noun phrases.



13.1.21
XIII.I.XXI





These have different denominators: 
Change one of them so that they 
are the same





Guided Reading - 13th January

Friend or Foe
Michael Morpurgo
Chapter 2 - Pages 22,23,24,25







Wednesday: Inference Questions

1. What time of day is it? How do you know this?
2. What was David hoping that Tucky wouldn’t do?
3. ‘A lady stepped forward and ‘peered’ at Paul’s 

placard over he glasses - what can you tell 
about this lady from the author’s word choice?

4. Why couldn’t Paul pick out a face he liked?
5. What do you think has gone wrong at the end of 

this extract? Why do you think David is 
worried?

6. Who do you think Mr Reynolds is? What can we 
tell about his character?





1. What was Jesus inspired to do?

2. What does this quote from Isaiah tell you about Jesus?

3. What was his mission?

4. What did he mean by saying, “This passage of scripture has come true 
today”?

5. How did those listening to him, react to what he said? 

6. How did the women help Jesus in his mission?

7. How does Jesus’ mission affect what people believe and how they live 
today?

Making links to Jesus and his mission
ML RS



History of ‘selfies’

14th January 2021



Selfies are not new.
Artists just had to paint them in 
the past rather than use cameras 
or phones





Search Youtube for:
Showcase: from selfie to  self expression

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWWkPPL6w9I&feature=youtu.be



Your task:
We are going to draw ‘selfies’ but with a big 
difference. We cannot take our pencil off 
the page when we have started!

What 
emotions 
can you 
show?



Thursday 14th 



Basic Skills
14.1.21

XIV. I. XXI
Maths Task Literacy Task

Dojo Challenge
Create 3 pieces of speech that the captain of a sinking ship might say…

“Get the lifeboats!” roared Captain Bill as waves rocked the boat.



Comparing Michael Morpurgo Novels

14.1.21
XIV. I. XXI



SPaG Starter: Pronouns
Re-write these 

sentences 
replacing the 
repeated noun 
with a pronoun.



Friend or Foe and Private Peaceful are both novels by Michael 
Morpurgo. Friend or Foe was published in 1977 and Private 

Peaceful was published in 2003. We will read an extract from 
Private Peaceful and see if we can spot any similarities.

Look at the front covers  
of the book and think  
about these questions…

1) What do you think  
they will have in  

common?

2) What might be 
different?

3) How can you tell  
this?



Extract from Private Peaceful - By Michael Morpurgo

We were lulled by the blue skies perhaps, or by sheer boredom. Fritz seemed to have gone to sleep 
on us and as far as we were concerned that suited us fine. We thought we could go to sleep too. 
The awakening came suddenly. "Gas! Gas!"

The cry goes up and is echoed all along the trench. For a moment we are frozen with panic. We 
have trained for this time and again, but nonetheless we fumble clumsily, feverishly with our gas 
masks.

"Fix bayonets!" Hanley's yelling while we're still trying frantically to pull on our gas masks. We 
grab our rifles and fix bayonets. We're on the firestep looking out into no-man's-land, and we see it 
rolling towards us, this dreaded killer cloud we have heard so much about but have never seen for 
ourselves until now. Its deadly tendrils are searching ahead, feeling their way forward in long 
yellow wisps, scenting me, searching for me. Then finding me out, the gas turns and drifts straight 
for me. I'm shouting inside my gas mask. "Christ! Christ!" Still the gas comes on, through our 
wire, swallowing everything in its path.



Extract from Private Peaceful - By Michael Morpurgo

I hear again in my head the instructor's voice, see him shouting at me through his mask when we went 
out on our last exercise. "You're panicking in there, Peaceful. A gas mask is like God, son. It'll work 
bloody miracles for you, but you've got to believe in it." But I don't believe in it! I don't believe in 
miracles.

The gas is only feet away now. In a moment it will be on me, around me, in me. I crouch down, hiding 
my face between my knees, hands over my helmet, praying it will float over my head, over the top of the 
trench, seek out someone else. But it does not. It's all around me. I tell myself I will not breathe, I must 
not breathe. Through a yellow mist I see the trench filling up with it. It drifts into the dugouts, snaking 
into every nook and cranny, looking for me. I see men running, staggering, falling. I see Pete shouting 
out for me. Then he's grabbing me and we run. Half-blinded by my mask I trip and fall, crashing my 
head against the trench wall, knocking myself half-senseless. My gas mask has come off. I pull it down, 
but I have breathed in and know already it's too late. My eyes are stinging. My lungs are burning. I am 
coughing, retching, choking. I don't care where I'm running so long as it is away from the gas. At last I'm 
in the reserve trench and it is clear of gas. I'm out of it. I wrench off my mask, gasping for good air. Then 
I am on my hands and knees, vomiting violently. When at last the worst is over I look up through blurred 
and weeping eyes. A Hun in a gas mask is standing over me, his rifle aimed at my head.



1) Where does this extract take place?

2) Who do you think Hanley is? Why?

3) How does the main character ‘knock himself half-senseless’ ?

4) What is the adverb in paragraph 3 that tells you HOW he vomited?

5) What is the purpose of the exclamation marks in much of the speech?

6) What is personification? How does Morpurgo use it in his description of the gas 

in the third paragraph?

7) Morpurgo often uses short sentences in his descriptions. Find an example in the final 
paragraph. What is the effect of these short sentences?

8) Find the power of  three in the final paragraph, which tells you how Tommo’s body is 
reacting to the gas.

9) What does this extract have in common with ‘Friend or Foe’?

10)  What is different about this extract than ‘Friend or Foe’?



Adding fractions 14.1.21
XIV.I.XXI

Why can’t I add these?

What’s different today? Why is this 
tricker?



Lets change BOTH of the denominators 
so that they are the same!

What do 3 and 5 both go into?



Change them both into 15ths

So...
 3  5
15 15       15

+       =  



Adding fractions 14.1.21
XIV.I.XXI



Guided Reading - 14th January

Friend or Foe
Michael Morpurgo
Chapter 2 - Pages 26,27,28,29







Thursday:Picture Inference 

1. What can you infer about Mr Reynolds?
2. What can you infer from the children’s 

body language? How are they feeling? How 
do you know?

3. Who does Mr Reynolds remind you of from 
another story you have read?

4. Can you compare them?
5. ‘This man is imposing’ - do you agree or 

disagree with this statement? Why?
6. What would you expect to find in this 

man’s pockets?
7. Where do you imagine that Mr Reynolds 

lives?
8. This dog is not on a lead - what does 

that tell you about Mr Reynolds?



Thursday 14th January 2020



PYNX (Athens) -A place where people 
would meet to discuss law in 
500-800BC.  



 
• Explain how the political system worked in Ancient Greece.

• Compare this system with other political systems.

• Create a balanced argument.

Aim



What is democracy?

• Democracy is a fair political system 
where all adults vote for an elected 
government.

•  This government then make decisions on 
how to run the country.

What does it look like in the UK?

• Adults in the UK vote in elections to 
choose a political party, MPs and the 
Prime Minister. Each party has a set of 
values and ideas.

• All UK citizens over 18 can vote. 



Where did democracy begin? 
Democracy began in Ancient Greece. 

It has helped shape our lives but was it fair?



Who were a part of the 
democracy?

Men

Athenian

Citizens

30 years

 of age
Is this a fair system?



Who was left out of the 
democracy?

All women 
Metic             (not 

Athenian citizens) Slaves Children 



Democracy in Ancient Greece
There were three main systems of democracy in Ancient Greece:

The Ekklesia The Dikasteria The Boule 



The Ekklesia
• Citizens who met 40 times a year to make laws and decisions.

• Any male Athenian citizen could attend (not elected)

• 5000 attended regularly

• They made decisions by a simple majority vote.



The Boule

• Made of 500 men who served 
for one year. 

• They met daily and made lots 
of decisions. 

• They were chosen randomly.



The Dikasteria

• A group of 500 men who dealt with crimes. 

• There were no rules or police so they decided 
who would be punished and how. 

• They were chosen daily at random from a 
group of male citizens over 30 years old. 



Voting in the UK
Should everyone in the UK today get the vote?

Who doesn’t have the vote?

•Under 18’s

•Prisoners

•People who are not British Citizens

Should any of these groups be given the vote?





Your task..
Create a ‘for’ and ‘against’ T-chart for this 

breaking news. Can you see good sides? Do you think 
this would be negative? Why should/shouldn’t the UK 

adopt the Ancient Greek democratic rule?

FOR AGAINST



Friday 15th



Basic Skills
15.1.21

XV. I. XXI

Maths Task Literacy Task

Dojo Challenge

If 5 people buy 5 packets of sweets that each have 5 individual sweets inside. How many sweets are there?



Spelling
15.11.21

XV. IX. XXI



SPaG Starter: Expanded Noun Phrases

Write a sentence about each of 
these animals. They must include an 
expanded noun phrase.
Use the vocabulary box to help.

Example: I held a colossal snake 
with sharp fangs.

1)

2)

3)

$)



Today, we will be looking at the Y5/6 spelling list 
and targeting some words. These are words we have to 

learn before we finish Year 6.

The best way to learn new spellings is to practise the 
words in sentences, so we will use our knowledge of 

relative clauses too to write some interesting 
sentences.



Your task - add a relative clause
1) David, _________________________, had lost many of his neighbours in the war.

2) David’s father, _______________________, had been a soldier in the war.

3) The boys, _________________________, were taken to an unfamiliar place. 

4) David’s mum, _____________________, felt embarrassed when he started to cry.

5) The bus they had travelled on, ________________________, was ancient.
6) Tucky, _____________________________, was a mischievious and cheeky boy.

7) Mrs Evers, _______________________, was forty years old.

8) All of the boys, __________________________, were determined they would be back in 
London soon.

9) David, _____________________________, appreciated Mrs Robert’s kind smile. 

10) The children in London, _______________________, would be accommodated in the 
country.



15.1.21
XV.I.XXI



Remember to change them so that they 
both have the same denominator!





Guided Reading - 15th January

Friend or Foe
Michael Morpurgo
Chapter 2 - Pages 30,31





Friday: Summarising

Create summarising 
bubbles for each 

character we have met. 
Use adjectives to 
describe them.

David Tucky

Miss 
Roberts

Mr 
Reynolds



Diocese of Liverpool



Create an information page about the Liverpool diocese.

Describe what the diocese is and what it does.
Try to give reasons for why a diocese is important and why they exist.
Show understanding of how our parish community fits into the Liverpool diocese.

Show understanding of a diocese

Using the iPads/laptops, google the Liverpool Diocese.

Then...

DES
GR
SU


