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Hello Year 3! 

Welcome to another week of learning new things and discovering fascinating facts! 

Here’s what you can expect; 

 

Maths – Reading Measuring Scales 

We’re looking at mass this week and reading measuring scales to see how heavy an 

object is. Just follow the Let’s Learn section at the start of each Maths lesson to 

guide you through. 

 

English – Mystery Stories 

This week we’re going to be writing our very own mystery stories, just like The 

Mysterious Lady in Red. We’ll be looking at how we can describe the setting before 

planning and writing our own mystery stories. 

 

Guided Reading – The Roman Empire 

To tie in with our History topic, we’re going to be reading all about the Romans in 

Britain. It’s full of fascinating facts! 

 

History – Roman Britain 

We’re finishing our History topic with learning about the Roman Invasion of Britain 

and Boudicca – a Celtic heroine.  

 

RE - Journeys 

We’re finishing our RE topic of Journey this week and looking at how we can help 

people on their journeys through the year.  

 

There’ll be videos for all of your lessons on Class Dojo and the Year 3 Home 

Learning Page on our school website. 

 

Have fun! 
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Monday 25.1.21 

Contents 

Maths: Reading Weighing Scales 

English: Describing a Setting 

Guided Reading: Inference and Retrieval 

History: Roman Invasion of Britain 
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English: Describing a Setting  

• A setting is a place. 

• Settings include houses, castles, forests etc. 

• A mystery story usually has a dark, spooky setting where the crime or 
mystery has taken place. 

 
Some features to introduce a setting are 

 
• 5 senses – see, hear, taste, smell, touch 

• Adjectives – lots of description 

• Adverbs – ly words (telling you how they did something) – 
Cautiously, nervously, slowly 

• Powerful verbs – doing words! Like trembled, echoed 

• Rhetorical questions – What was it? Where was he? 

• Similes – describing something as something else 

Now re-read the Mysterious Lady in Red, thinking about how the story’s 
setting is described.  

 

The Mysterious Lady in Red  

As the train pulled into the station I got my first glimpse of  the 

mysterious lady who was to plague my thoughts for many  years to 

come. She was stood like a statue under the  platform light, not 

moving a muscle. Who was she? What was  she waiting for? Why did 

she make me feel so  uncomfortable?  

Blowing its whistle, the train slowly pulled out of the station  and 

picked up speed. As I settled back into my seat and  began to read 

the paper, the temperature of the carriage  suddenly dropped and 
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was now unpleasantly cold. A strange  smell covered me like a 

blanket. It danced up my nostrils  and into the back of my throat. I 

coughed. Looking round  the carriage, my eyes darted from seat to 

seat. As I lifted  myself slowly from the chair and turned around, 

there she  was, the mysterious lady in red. How had she got there  

without me noticing? Where was she going? What was that  unusual 

smell?  

Whilst the train continued to speed ahead I couldn’t help  but take 

increasingly long looks at this mysterious lady. She  sat motionless in 

her seat, looking out of the train window as  the world zoomed past. 

Again she was like a statue, her eyes   

stayed fixed on the window and her body made no  movements at 

all. Suddenly a sense of loneliness hit me and  

for the first time I noticed that there was not another soul  in the 

carriage, just me and the mysterious lady in red.  

I could feel fear rising in my stomach but could not work out  why. 

Something was not right. Why did I feel like this? Was  she 

responsible? Again I turned around and she hadn’t  moved an inch 

and sat like a statue. All of a sudden there  was a whooshing sound 

as the train entered a long tunnel and  everything went black…   

As the train then left the tunnel and the lights came back  on, I 

rubbed my eyes. The smell had gone. The carriage had  warmed up. 

As I turned around you will never guess what!  The mysterious lady 

in red had vanished… 
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• What would you see, hear, smell, taste and touch in this setting? 
 

See Hear Touch Taste Smell 
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What adjectives (describing words) could you use to describe 

this setting? Write some sentences below describing the 

setting.  

 
Here are a few adjectives to get you started… 

gloomy        spooky  creepy  damp  dark  

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________                                                         
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Guided Reading: Inference and Retrieval 
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1. Where did the Romans live? 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
 

2. Where is Rome? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

3. Why did they put an army together? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

4. How far did the empire reach? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

5. List some places the Romans took over. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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6. Why did the size of the Empire change? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

7. Who was the first Emperor? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

8. List all the Emperors. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

9. What happened when Emperor Trajan was in charge? 

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 
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History – The Roman Invasion of Britain 
 

e  
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It was mainly Celts that lived in Britain. The Roman army had been fighting in 

France (Gallia in Latin) and the Celts in Britain had been helping the Gauls. Julius 

Caesar was the leader of the army in Roman Gaul. He was angry with the Celts for 

helping the Gauls so he took some of the Roman army across to Britain to teach 

them a lesson. 

Two legions of Roman soldiers crossed the English Channel and landed in Kent. The 

Celts followed the Romans to their landing place and a battle took place on the 

beach. The Romans, who were used to fighting on dry land, were forced to fight in 

the water because the Celts charged down the beach. They also lost some soldiers 

and boats because of storms which didn’t help.  

The Romans managed to win a few battles, however, Julius Caesar realised that 

the Celts were not going to give up without a long fight and went back to Gaul.  
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The following year, 54 BC, Julius Caesar made another summer trip to Britain. 

This time he had 5 legions and 2,000 cavalrymen. The Celts were not ready for 

them. 

 

Some tribes decided to seek a peaceful solution and agreed to pay tributes to 

Rome rather than fighting them. 

Before he was able to go any further Caesar had to leave Britain with his army to 

go and fight in Gaul.  

 

 

 
It was the real deal this time. Emperor Claudius was in charge and he was looking 

for a way of impressing the Romans to make his position stronger. He wanted to 

conquer Britain and extend the Roman Empire.  

Many people also believe that the Romans invaded Britain because they needed 

resources, such as slaves, metals and land to help build the Roman Empire. 

Emperor Claudius sent General Aulus Plautius and four legions of soldiers, plus 

about the same number of auxiliary soldiers, to Britain. They were split into three 

divisions.  

The first division marched west through the south. The second division marched 

North West towards North Wales and the third marched north towards York. 

The first division captured the hill fort of Hod Hill and set up their camp.  

Evidence of a particularly gruesome battle in the South can still be seen in the 

war cemetery at Maiden Castle, full of enemy remains.    

 Many Celtic tribes realised how strong this Roman army was and their chieftains 
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or kings made deals to keep the peace. They agreed to obey Roman laws and pay 

taxes. In return they were allowed to keep their kingdoms. These were known as 

‘client kingdoms’.   

It was a common Roman tactic to take over without using force so they could 

concentrate the power of the army on the tribes or kingdoms still resisting.   

 
The Roman Army was incredibly strong, but the Celts were also very skilled and 

brave warriors. The fighting continued for many years.   

The Romans were still fighting in Yorkshire and other parts of Northern Britain 

forty years later. They never actually gained full control of Britain although they 

were still there almost 400 years after the invasion. 
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Task: Describe what happened when both Caesar and Claudius 

invaded and explain why Caesar failed and Claudius succeeded.  

 

When Caesar invaded Britain______________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Caesar failed because ___________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

When Claudius invaded Britain______________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Claudius succeeded because________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
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Tuesday 26.1.21 

 

Contents 

Maths: Reading Weighing Scales 

English: Describing a Setting using Adverbs 

Guided Reading: Clarify 

History: Life in Roman Britain 
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English: Describing a Setting using Adverbs 

 
 You can also use adverbs to describe a setting. 

 Adverbs are describing words for verbs and usually end in ly 

 They tell you how something happens 

Watch this video on BBC Bitesize to help you understand adverbs 

more; 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zgsgxfr 

 

What adverbs would you use to describe this setting? 

 

 
E.g. I walked cautiously. 

I tiptoed nervously. 

I trembled anxiously. 
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Write 8 sentences using adverbs to describe this setting.  

Here are some adverbs to help you; 

• Nervously   Slowly   Anxiously 

• Cautiously   Quietly   Quickly 

• Hurriedly    Bravely   Loudly 

• Gently    Courageously   Carefully 

 

1____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

2____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

3____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

4____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

5____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

6____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

7____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

8____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
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Guided Reading: Clarify 

 
1. What does ‘tribes’ mean? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
 

2. What does the word ‘Celt’ mean? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
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3. What does ‘invaded’ mean? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

 

4. What does ‘eager’ mean? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
 

5. What does ‘revenge’ mean? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
 

6. What does ‘tourist attraction’ mean?  

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
  

7. What does ‘inventions’ mean? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
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History - What was life like in Britain after the Roman 

invasion? 

Watch this BBC video about life in Roman Britain 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-life-in-

roman-britain-animation/zvdc8xs 

 

When the Romans came to Britain they brought their way of life with them. Over 

time, the people of Britain and the Romans mixed. The Britons began to live the 

Roman lifestyle and the Romans took on local customs. 

The Romans built new towns. These were often protected by walls and there was 

everything a citizen of Roman Britain would need inside - houses, shops, meeting 

spaces, workshops, temples and bathhouses. 

They also built grand country houses called 'villas'. These had many rooms, some 

with beautifully painted walls, mosaic floors and even central heating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-life-in-roman-britain-animation/zvdc8xs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-life-in-roman-britain-animation/zvdc8xs
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Food 

 

The Romans introduced many new foods to Britain. 

Vegetables and fruits introduced by the Romans included cabbages, onions, leeks, 

shallots, endives, globe artichokes, cucumbers, marrows, asparagus, 

parsnips, turnips, radishes, celery and lettuce. 
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Weapons 

The Roman soldiers used a variety of weapons including: 

•  a pugio (dagger) gladius (sword, see picture to the right), hasta (spear), 

javelin, and bows and arrows.  

• The soldiers were trained to fight with their weapons and practiced 

regularly. They would sometimes spar with each other using wooden swords. 
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Now from our previous topic, can you remember what life was like in 

Stone Age Britain? Let’s see how different it was from Roman Britain. 
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TASK: Compare what life was like in Roman Britain and the Stone. 

 Stone Age  Roman Britain 

Houses ________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

Food  ________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

Jobs ________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

Weapons  ________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 
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Wednesday 27.1.21 

Contents 

Maths: Reading Weighing Scales 

English: Describing a Setting using similes 

Guided Reading: Inference and Retrieval 

History: Was Boudicca a hero or a villain? 
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English: Describing a Setting using Similes 
• Similes are comparisons.  

• They compare something to something else. 

• Similes use the words like or as in their sentence. 

 

• Examples: 

You were as brave as a lion. 

The airplane soared like an eagle. 

 

What similes could you use to describe this setting? 

 
• As quiet as a __________ 

• As cold as ____________ 

• As big as ____________ 

• As dark as _____________ 

• As spooky as____________ 
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• As smelly as____________ 

• I trembled like a _____________ 

• I stood like a_____________ 

• I ran like a _____________ 

• I screamed like a _______________ 

• A foul smell hung in my nostrils like ____________ 

 

Can you write some more similes of your own?  

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
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Guided Reading: Inference and Retrieval 

 
1. When we the Celts most powerful? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
 

2. How did the Celts live? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
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3. When did Julius Caesar invade Britain? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
 

4. How many men were there in one legion? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
 

5. How did he feel about going back to Rome? How do you know? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
 

6. Why did the Celts agree to give their valuables to the Romans? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
 

7. How long did some of the battles last? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
 

8. What was the name of the first Roman capital of Britain? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
 

9. Why did the emperors invade? Give a few examples. 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
 

10. What natural resources did Britain have? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
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11. Why did they build Hadrian’s wall? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
 

12. Why did the Romans leave? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
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History – Was Boudicca a hero or a villain?     

     Watch this video all about Boudicca 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eC7ONgTJGKw 

Who was Boudicca? 

Boudicca was the wife of Prasutagus, the ruler of a Celtic tribe called 

the Iceni. 

The Iceni lived in a region of Britain that is now called East Anglia.  

 

Prasutagus and the Romans Agreement 

When Romans settled in the South of England in 43 AD they made an 

agreement with Prasutagas so that he would be able to continue as ruler 

of the Iceni. 

When Prasutagas died, the Romans turned on the Iceni. 

They stole from the Iceni tribesmen, made people slaves and they had 

Boudicca whipped. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eC7ONgTJGKw
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The Rebellion 

In about 60 AD, the Roman governor was sent to North Wales to lead an 

army. 

While he was away Boudicca led an attack against the tribe’s Roman 

rulers with several other tribes. Her army was called the Britons. 

They managed to destroy Camulodunum (Colchester), the capital of 

Roman Britain and defeated the Roman IX legion. 

 

Attack on Londinium 

Hearing the news, the Roman governor rushed back from Wales. 

He tried to evacuate Londinium (London) as he guessed this would be the 

Britons next target. 

Boudicca and her army destroyed Londinium and Verulamium (St Albans). 

People believe that over 70,000 

people were killed in the attacks 

by the Britons. 
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Defeat 

The Roman army regrouped in the Midlands and finally defeated the 

Britons in the battle of Watling Street. 

No one knows what really happened to Boudicca. Some say she killed 

herself when she knew the Romans had defeated her, others say she fell 

ill and died. 

 

The Legend 

“I was whipped by the Romans when they tried to take our lands and now 

I am fighting for my freedom. Think how many of us are fighting and 

why. We must win this battle or die. Let the men live as slaves if they 



48 

want. I will not.” 

-Boudicca’s last speech, as recorded by Dio Cassius 

• Boudicca is a heroine because she achieved a lot and fought for her 

country, for her people and for herself. Although she lost the final 

battle, she never let the Romans conquer her. 

Task: Write a paragraph for why Boudicca might be a hero to the 

Celts and a paragraph for why she might be a villain to the Romans 

Boudicca might be a hero to the Celts because_________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

Boudicca might be a hero to the Romans because________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Thursday 28.1.21 

Contents 

Maths: Reading Weighing Scales 

English: Box it Up 

Guided Reading: Inference and Retrieval 

RE: LF5 Psalm 122 1-9 
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English: Box it Up 

Box it up – can you write your own version of the story in the empty 
boxes? Change details like the setting and mysterious figure to make it 
your own version. So instead of a train you could set your story in an old 
house and the lady in red could be a man in blue, it’s up to you! 
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Guided Reading: Inference and Retrieval 

 
1. What language did the Roman’s speak and write in? 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

2. What were newspapers written on? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

3. How old is the Roman calendar? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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4. What laws do we use today that Romans put together? List a few 

examples. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

5. Why did the Romans build roads? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

6. Why are the Roman roads famous? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

7. Describe the hypocaust system. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

8. Why did the Romans use concrete? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

9. Why are many Roman buildings still standing today? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

10. What are aqueducts? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

11. Why did the Romans build sewers? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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R.E. – LF5 Psalm 122 1-9 

Read Psalm 122:1-9 below. 

I was glad when they said to me, 

“Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 

 Our feet have been standing 

within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

 

Jerusalem—built as a city 

that is bound firmly together, 

to which the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the LORD, 

as was decreed for Israel, 

to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 

 

There lthrones for judgment were set, 

the thrones of the house of David. 

 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 

“May they be secure who love you! 

 

Peace be within your walls 

and security within your towers!” 

For my brothers and companions’ sake 

I will say, “Peace be within you!” 

For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, 

I will seek your good. 

 

Task: Describe what the psalm is telling you and what it means to you. Can you 

rewrite some of the lines in your own words?  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/psalm/122/1-9#footnote7
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______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 
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Friday 29.1.21 

Contents 

Maths: Reading Weighing Scales 

English: Write your Own Mystery Story! 

Guided Reading: Inference and Retrieval 

RE: Renew 
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Maths 
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62 
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English: Write your Own Mystery Story! 

• Now you’ve broken your story up into five parts yesterday, it’s your 
turn to write your own mystery story! 

• Can you describe your setting using the five senses? 
• Can you add in the similes and adverbs we’ve been exploring this week? 
• Once your story is complete, why not record yourself reading it aloud 

and upload it onto Class Dojo? 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
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Guided Reading: Inference and Retrieval 

 
 

1. Why could women not join the Roman army? 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 
 

2. How old did you have to be to join the Roman army? 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 
 

3. Where did Roman soldiers come from? 

_______________________________________________

______________________________________________ 
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4. How many legions was the army made up of? 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 
 

5. What did they call the man in charge of the whole legion? 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 
 

6. Why could a centurion be easily spotted? 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 
 

7. Describe the centurion’s clothes/dress? 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 
 

8. What would the centurion carry? 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 
 

9. Why did Vespasian become an Emperor? 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 
 

10. What was the regular Roman soldier’s armour made from?  

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 
 

11. What was the shield made from?____________________ 
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R.E. – Renew 

On the footprint, write how you could help another person on their 

journey through this year.  
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Well done Year 3!!! 

 
 

You did it – now take a 
break! 


